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the channel.   It grows not further north than this, but it is
one of the best herbs of our southern pastures.
There was general rejoicing now that we had reached the
spot where they might camp in peace till the next morning,
while the camels grazed to their heart's content on the BirTcan.
I was equally satisfied to have all the time that was necessary
to investigate the Sahba problem though it required some
searching to discover the alignment of the two banks of the
channel, which at this point of its course is almost entirely
engulfed in the sands. The Sahba is one of the great and
long-dead rivers of ancient Arabia, having a total length of
more than 500 miles from its head in the flanks of ?Alam in
the central highlands of Najd (in Long. 44 E., Lat. 25 N.) to
its mouth in the Persian Gulf. Its upper reaches known as
Wadi Sirra I had crossed during my journey of 1917, while
in the following year I had seen something of two further
sections to the eastward known as Sha'ib al Birk and Sha'ib
'Ajaimi. The latter runs down to Yamama in the Kharj
province, where I then saw the sand-choked head of the final
reach which alone carries the name of Sahba. Major Chees-
man had crossed this section about halfway between Yamama
and the sea on his journey1 down to Jabrin and had found it a
well-marked channel between low banks, but had not been
able to ascertain exactly its ultimate fate. It was not known
therefore whether the Wadi came to grief in the Jafura sands
or succeeded in pushing its way to the sea, wMle Mr. Bertram
Thomas in his journey of last year did not notice or mention
the channel, which he presumably crossed before reaching
the palms of Nakhala, though it was probably so shallow
there as to be imperceptible in the absence of the necessary
knowledge in his guides. In Salih and Humaid, however, I
had the good fortune to find natives of those parts who knew
the Sahba channel in its lowest reaches, where it runs through
the gravel plain of Majann to the sea between the tongues of
Sila and Ba'ja. And in its bed, they said, at no great dis-
tance southward of Nakhala lies a well called Batha. Thus
we now have a good general idea of the whole course of the
e river ' from source to sea.
1 In Unknown Arabia, pp, 237 et seq.

